
Just Transition for All:

Why the European Green Deal needs to go Global?

An event co-organised by FTAO and SOLIDAR

23rd of January, 1:30 pm - 6 pm

Venue: EESC, Rue van Maerlant 1 (Room VMA2)

Interpretation: EN - ESP

In light of the global imperative to address climate change and environmental degradation, the European Green Deal has emerged as a 
landmark policy framework designed to transform the European Union into a climate-neutral continent by 2050.

With pivotal political changes on the horizon, the discussion on its future and how we can strengthen and improve it, is now raising 
momentum. In this context, the event "Just Transition for All: Why the European Green Deal needs to go Global?" will seek to address the 
imperative of strengthening the coherence among the environmental and social dimensions of the EGD while demonstrating the need 
for it to become global. In line with the Policy Coherence for Development, the internal and external facets of the Green Deal must be 
better integrated to prevent that the EU green transition occurs on the back of workers and the environment at the global level.

Recognising that policies formulated within the European Union have far-reaching consequences on third countries, the event will offer 
the opportunity to present and discuss the added value of transforming the European Green Deal into a Global Green Deal. It will 
explore how the development of an external dimension, mitigating the adverse impacts on partner countries, can foster a Global Just 
Transition. It will also highlight that it is only by turning global that the EU Green Deal will enable the EU to make further progress in 
achieving the 17 SDGs.

The event will revolve around two main guiding questions: why do we need a Global Green Deal and how this Global Green Deal should 
look like.

EU representatives, trade unions and CSOs will be invited to discuss the pros and cons of transforming the EGD into a Global Green Deal 
to foster Just Transition worldwide, particularly by strengthening the external dimension of the EGD and its just transition approach. 



Time Duration Session Speakers

13:30 – 14:30 60’ Networking lunch

14:30 - 14:45 15’ Welcoming Chair: Klaus Thieme, Acting President, SOLIDAR

Tanja Buzek, Vice president of the EESC International Trade 
committee, member of Workers' group

Eric Ponthieu, Strategy Director, FTAO

Mikael Leyi, Secretary General, SOLIDAR

14:45- 15:00 15’ Keynote speech Olivier de Schutter, special UN Rapporteur on extreme 
poverty and human rights, Professor at the Catholic University 
of Louvain, Belgium 

15:00-15:10 10’ Q&A

15:10- 16:00 50’ Panel 1: Why do we need a 
Global Green Deal?

Marike de Peña, Chair of the Latin American and Caribbean 
Network of Fairtrade farmers and workers (online)

Bert De Wel, Global Climate Policy Coordinator, ITUC

Jorrit Oppewal, Adviser, the Dutch Advisory Council on 
International Affairs

Katie Sandwell, Programme Coordinator, TNI

Discussants:
Kevin le Merle, PHD fellow, UN University

Antoine Oger, Director of Research, IEEP

Patrizia Heidegger, Deputy Secretary General, Director for EU 
Governance, Sustainability and Global Policies, EEB

16:00- 16:15 15’ Q&A

16:15- 16:35 20’ Break

16:35- 17:35 60’ Panel 2: What should this GGD 
look like? Jorge Conesa, Managing Director, FTAO

Leida Rijnhout, Chief executive, WFTO

Elena Crasta, Senior Adviser, ETUC

Stéphanie Kpenou, Project Manager, Veblen Institute

Discussants:
Helmut Scholz, MEP, The Left

Vesa Terävä, European Commission (SECGEN), Head of 
Unit, European Green Deal

17:35 - 17:50 15’ Q&A

17:50- 18:00 10’ Closing session Tanja Buzek, Vice president of the EESC International Trade 
committee, member of Workers' group

Mikael Leyi, Secretary General, SOLIDAR

Richard Adams, Chair, FTAO
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